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MINUTES of the MEETING of the ERIE COUNTY WATER AUTHORITY held in 
the office, 295 Main Street, Room 350, Buffalo, New York, on the 13th day of July, 2017. 
 
PRESENT: Robert Anderson, Chairman  
  Jerome D. Schad, Vice Chairman  
  Karl J. Simmeth, Jr., Treasurer     
  Joseph T. Burns, Secretary to the Authority 
  Earl Jann, Executive Director  
  Robert J. Lichtenthal, Jr., Deputy Director 
  Karen A. Prendergast, Comptroller 
  Paul Riester, Director of Administration  
  Daniel NeMoyer, Director of Human Resources  
  Steve D'Amico, Business Office Manager 
  Jacqueline Mattina, Deputy Associate Attorney  
  Darlene Sikorski-Petritz, Deputy Associate Attorney 
  Terrence McCracken, Deputy Administrative Director  
  John Mogavero, Chemist/Chief WPTO 
  Paul Whittam, Director of Water Quality  

Richard Planavsky, Chief Business Officer Manager/Budget Director 
 
 
ATTENDEES: Sean Dwyer  
   John Jennings 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 
 
I. - ROLL CALL 
 
II. - READING OF MINUTES 
 

Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad and carried to waive the reading of the 
Minutes of the Meeting held on Thursday, June 22, 2017. 
 
III. - APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad and carried to approve the Minutes of 

the Meeting held on Thursday, June 22, 2017. 
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IV. - REPORTS  
 

A)  SECRETARY 
B)  LEGAL 
C)  FISCAL 
D)  OPERATIONS 
E)  HUMAN RESOURCES 
F)   AUDIT COMMITTEE  

  G)  GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE  
  H)  FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 
 
V.   - COMMUNICATIONS AND BILLS 
 
ITEM 1 - Creation and/or Amendment of Master Purchase Orders: 
 
 Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad and carried to approve the creation 
and/or amendment of Master Purchase Order Nos. as attached and that the Director of 
Administration be authorized to execute the above and all associated documents after certifying 
that they are in conformity with applicable laws and the Authority’s By-Laws and Purchasing 
Guidelines, Policies and Procedures. 
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ITEM 2 - Master Purchase Order Releases, Purchase Orders and Purchase Order Amendments: 
 
 Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad and carried to approve for payment of 
Master Purchase Order Nos., Purchase Order Nos. and Purchase Order Amendments as attached 
after certification by the Comptroller that the orders are in accordance with the quotations and 
that the Director of Administration be authorized to execute the above and all associated 
documents after certifying that they are in conformity with applicable laws and the Authority’s 
By-Laws and Purchasing Guidelines, Policies and Procedures. 
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VI. - UNFINISHED BUSINESS (NONE) 
 
 
VII. - NEW BUSINESS (RESOLUTIONS 3-10) 
 
 
ITEM 3 - AUTHORIZATION TO ENTER INTO A COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT 

WITH THE TOWN OF ORCHARD PARK IN CONNECTION WITH 
STORAGE TANK REFURBISHING IN THE TOWN OF ORCHARD PARK, 
NEW YORK, PROJECT NO. 201700100 

 
Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad 

 
 WHEREAS, The Erie County Water Authority (“Authority”) has initiated plans to 
undertake the storage tank refurbishing in the Town of Orchard Park (“Town”); and 
 
 WHEREAS, The Town intends to refurbish the Benning and Cole Storage Tanks; and 
 
 WHEREAS, The Town and the Authority desire to enter into a Cooperative Agreement 
to coordinate and facilitate refurbishing of the interior of the Benning and Cole Storage Tanks 
including structural and safety improvements in order to achieve cost containment and efficiency;  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Authority accepts the Cooperative Agreement between the Town and the 
Authority to coordinate and facilitate refurbishing of the interior of the Benning and Cole Storage 
Tanks including structural and safety improvements in order to achieve cost containment and 
efficiency; and be it further 
 
 RESOLVED:  That the Chairman is hereby authorized to execute said agreement on 
behalf of the Authority; and be it further 
 
 RESOLVED:  That the Secretary is hereby authorized to forward an executed copy of 
said Agreement together with a certified copy of this resolution to the Town. 
 
 Ayes:  Three; Commrs. Anderson, Schad and Simmeth 

Noes:  None 
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ITEM 4 - AUTHORIZATION TO SOLICIT REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS TO 

PROVIDE WEBSITE DESIGN AND DEVELOPMENT FOR THE ERIE 
COUNTY WATER AUTHORITY, PROJECT NO. 201700167 

 
Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad 

 
WHEREAS, Pursuant to Article V, Title 3, Section 1053 of the Public Authorities Law, 

the Erie County Water Authority (“Authority”) has the authority to contract for expert 
professional services; and 
 

WHEREAS, Article III, Section 6 of the Authority's By-Laws grants to the Authority the 
right to contract for expert professional services; and 
 

WHEREAS, The Authority deems it necessary to issue a Request for Proposal (“RFP”) 
to qualified firms to provide website design and development for the Erie County Water 
Authority; and 
 

WHEREAS, The proposals received by the Authority will be evaluated in accordance 
with the terms of the RFP, and a professional services contract will be negotiated and executed 
with the successful offerer; and 
 

WHEREAS, The RFP for website design and development for the Erie County Water 
Authority will be conducted pursuant to the enacted legislation, New York State Finance Law '' 
139-j and 139-k and the Authority’s Purchasing Guidelines, Policies and Procedures; and 
 

WHEREAS, Earl L. Jann, Executive Director, will be the designated contact person for 
the RFP with the adoption of this resolution; and 

 
WHEREAS, Earl L. Jann, Executive Director, recommends that the Board approve the 

RFP; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: 
 

The Authority is hereby authorized to issue a RFP to qualified firms to provide website 
design and development for the Erie County Water Authority. 
 

Ayes:  Three; Commrs. Anderson, Schad and Simmeth 
Noes:  None 
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ITEM 5 - AUTHORIZATION TO SOLICIT REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS FOR 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES FOR FINAL DESIGN AND CONTRACT 
MANAGEMENT OF THE WAREHOUSE RELOCATION, PROJECT NO. 
201700155 

 
Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad 

 
WHEREAS, Pursuant to Article V, Title 3, Section 1053 of the Public Authorities Law, 

the Erie County Water Authority (“Authority”) has the authority to contract for expert 
professional services; and 
 

WHEREAS, Article III, Section 6 of the Authority's By-Laws grants to the Authority the 
right to contract for expert professional services; and 
 

WHEREAS, The Authority deems it necessary to issue a Request for Proposal (“RFP”) 
to qualified firms to provide professional services for Final Design and Contract Management of 
the Warehouse Relocation; and 
 

WHEREAS, The proposals received by the Authority will be evaluated in accordance 
with the terms of the RFP, and a professional services contract will be negotiated and executed 
with the successful offerer; and 
 

WHEREAS, The RFP for provide professional services for Final Design and Contract 
Management of the Warehouse Relocation will be conducted pursuant to the enacted legislation, 
New York State Finance Law '' 139-j and 139-k and the Authority’s Purchasing Guidelines, 
Policies and Procedures; and 
 

WHEREAS, Paul H. Riester, Director of Administration, will be the designated contact 
person for the RFP with the adoption of this resolution; and 

 
WHEREAS, Paul H. Riester, Director of Administration, recommends that the Board 

approve the RFP; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: 
 

The Authority is hereby authorized to issue a RFP to qualified firms to provide 
professional services for Final Design and Contract Management of the Warehouse Relocation. 

 
Ayes:  Three; Commrs. Anderson, Schad and Simmeth 
Noes:  None 
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ITEM 6 - APPROVAL OF CHANGE ORDER NO. 2 OF STC CONSTRUCTION, INC. 
FOR CONTRACT NO. MP-77B, PINE HILL PUMP STATION 
IMPROVEMENTS, PROJECT NO. 201300120, CONTRACT NO. 16-04-01  

 
Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad 

 
WHEREAS, Heretofore and on the 3rd day of December, 2015, the Erie County Water 

Authority ("Authority") entered into a contract with STC Construction, Inc. for Contract No. MP-
77B, Pine Hill Pump Station Improvements, identified as Contract No. 16-04-01; and 
 

WHEREAS, Said contractor has submitted Change Order No. 2 to provide for the 
following changes: 

 
1. Deletion of pump station painting. 
2. Addition of 8’ high security fencing and gates on North & South side of site. 
3. Addition of stainless steel rain hoods above ATS and disconnect switch. 
4. Addition of new light fixture in basement of pump station. 
5. Addition of new breaker locks on the 480v distribution panel. 
6. Addition of new terminal boxes for pump RTDs. 
7. Relocation of 1” tank level sensing line. 
8. Reduce value of Bid Item 3, Contingency Allowance for Miscellaneous Repair Work 

  and National Grid Work; and 
  
WHEREAS, The reasons for said changes are as follows: 
 
1. Deletion of pump station painting due to safety concerns from paint flash points   
 within close proximity of electrical equipment. 
2. Upgrade existing 6’ high security fence and gates to 8’ high security fencing and   
 gates requested by Owner. 
3. Addition of rain hoods above ATS & disconnect requested by Owner. 
4. Addition of new light fixture in pump station basement requested by Owner. 
5. Addition of breaker locks for the 480v distribution panel requested by Owner. 
6.   Installation of new terminal boxes pump RTDs requested by Owner. 
7. Relocation of 1” tank level sensing line requested by Owner. 
8. The Contingency Allowance in the Contract is reduced from $32,160.26 to   
 $1,096.03 to compensate for the changes herein; and 

 
WHEREAS, Arcadis CE, Inc., Consulting Engineers  and Russell J. Stoll, Executive 

Engineer recommend approval of said Change Order No. 2;  
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 
 

That Change Order No. 2 of STC Construction Inc. to provide for the abovementioned 
change be approved; and be it further 
 

RESOLVED:  That the Chairman is hereby authorized to execute said Change Order No. 
2 on behalf of the Authority. 
 

Ayes:  Three; Commrs. Anderson, Schad and Simmeth 
Noes:  None 

 
ITEM 7 - APPROVAL OF AMENDMENT NO. 3 OF EMA, INC.  FOR MANAGEMENT 

AND OPERATIONS ENHANCEMENTS, ASSISTANCE IN OPTIMIZING 
OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE, IDENTIFIED AS CONTRACT NO. 
EMA-003, PROJECT NO. 201400160 - $265,056.00 

 
Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad 

 
WHEREAS, Heretofore and on the 4th day of September, 2014, the Erie County Water 

Authority ("Authority") entered into a Professional Services Contract with EMA, Inc. to provide 
the Authority with services identified as Management and Operations Enhancements, Assistance 
in Optimizing Operations and Maintenance; and 
 

WHEREAS, Said consultant has submitted Amendment No. 3 in the sum of $265,056.00 
to fund additional services of IT Director for year 2017; and 

 
WHEREAS, The reason for said change is to complete services for enhancements 

through 2017; and 
 

WHEREAS, Paul H. Riester, Director of Administration recommends approval of said 
Amendment No. 3;  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 
 

That Amendment No. 3 of EMA, Inc. in the amount of $265,056.00 to provide for the 
abovementioned change be approved; and be it further 
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 RESOLVED:  That the Chairman is hereby authorized to execute said Amendment No. 3 
on behalf of the Authority. 
 

Ayes:  Three; Commrs. Anderson, Schad and Simmeth 
Noes:  None 

 
ITEM 8 - AUTHORIZATION TO GRANT LEAK ALLOWANCE REQUESTS - 

$3,690.30 
 

Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad 
 
 WHEREAS, Robert J. Lichtenthal, Jr., Deputy Director advised the Authority that he has 
received leak allowance requests from Authority customers listed below resulting from a service 
line leak: 
 
1)  Parkside Homes       3) Autumn Creek Apartments LLC 
     847 Robin Rd.         4935 North French Rd.     
     Amherst, NY 14228        East Amherst, NY 14051         
     $608.15          $1,126.83 
 
2) Windwood Place LLC    4) Steven Abrams 
     76 Windwood Ct.         7 Avalon Dr. 
     Cheektowaga, NY 14225        Amherst, NY 14226 
     $820.27          $1,135.05; and 
  
 WHEREAS, Robert J. Lichtenthal, Jr., Deputy Director advised that the requests contain 
documentation showing that the leaks have been repaired; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Said leak allowance requests have complied with all leak allowance 
requirements; and 
 
 WHEREAS, As stated in Section 9.09 of the Authority's Tariff, the granting of a leak 
allowance shall be in the sole discretion of the Authority; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Robert J. Lichtenthal, Jr., Deputy Director recommends granting the above 
leak allowance requests;  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Authority grant the leak allowance requests to the abovementioned customers; 
and be it further 
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 RESOLVED:  That the Comptroller is hereby authorized and directed to adjust the 
account of the abovementioned customers. 
 

Ayes:  Three; Commrs. Anderson, Schad and Simmeth 
Noes:  None 

 
ITEM 9 - AUTHORIZATION TO AMEND ITEM NO. 14 OF THE MINUTES OF THE 

MEETING OF THE ERIE COUNTY WATER AUTHORITY HELD ON 
FEBRUARY 23, 2017 RELATIVE TO THE AUTHORIZATION TO GRANT 
VACATION ALLOWANCE TO MICHAEL HAENDIGES, PRODUCTION 
ENGINEER 

 
 Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad 
 
 WHEREAS, Past practice as has been indicated by previous resolutions and/or letters 
has granted new hires vacation allowances not in accordance with the Erie County Water 
Authority's (Authority) standard vacation policy; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Heretofore and on the 23rd day of February, 2017 the Authority granted 
Michael Haendiges, Production Engineer four weeks vacation;  
 
 WHEREAS, The Authority wishes to amend said resolution to read as follows: 
 
 “NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 
 

That Michael Haendiges, Production Engineer, be granted ten (10) days vacation credits 
per annum in addition to the vacation credits to be earned as outlined in Policy No. 41 (amended 
as of 12/31/2009) of the Authority's Human Resources Policy & Procedure Manual retroactive to 
February 21, 2017.”;  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Authority amends Item No. 14 of the Minutes of the Meeting of the Erie County 
Water Authority held on February 23, 2017 to read as stated above.   
  
 Ayes:  Three; Commrs. Anderson, Schad and Simmeth 

Noes:  None 
 
 



 
 

 
7/13/17 

489 

 
ITEM 10 - AUTHORIZATION TO GRANT VACATION ALLOWANCE TO EARL 

JANN, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
 
 Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad 
 
 WHEREAS, Past practice as indicated by previous resolutions and/or letters has granted 
new hires vacation allowances not in accordance with the Erie County Water Authority's 
standard vacation policy;  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 
 
 That Earl Jann, Executive Director be granted ten (10) days vacation credits per annum in 
addition to the vacation credits to be earned as outlined in Policy No. 41 (amended as of 
12/31/2009) of the Authority's Human Resources Policy & Procedure Manual. 
 
 Ayes:  Three; Commrs. Anderson, Schad and Simmeth 

Noes:  None 
 
 
VIII. - ADJOURNMENT 
 
 Motion by Mr. Simmeth, second by Mr. Schad and carried that the meeting adjourn.  
 
 
 

       
 
 

Joseph T. Burns 
Secretary to the Authority 
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